
 

Welcome to Worship at 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

STORY CITY, IOWA 
December 28, 2014 

 

 

Mission Statement 
Building Strong Relationships in Christ, 

And Making Him Known to All 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

604 Lafayette Avenue 

Story City, Iowa 

515.733.4972 

Website - www.immanuelstorycity.org 

E-mail - immanuel@iowatelecom.net 

Ministers – All Members 

Stephen Anenson, Senior Pastor 

Kurt Jensen, Associate Pastor 

Zachary Bauknecht, Youth & Education Ministry Coordinator 
 

The First Sunday of Christmas                                December 28, 2014 
 

We Prepare to Meet God 
 The Prelude                                                     
 The Opening Hymn   
  “Angels, From the Realms of Glory”               (v.1,2,5) No. 259 
 The Prayer 
 The Time for Greeting 
  The Announcements 
 The Worship Song 
  “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”                                             No. 279 
      

We Hear God’s Word  
 The Lesson – Galatians 4:4-7 

4 
But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, 

born of a woman, born under the law, 
5 
to redeem those 

under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. 
6 
Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son 

into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 
7 
So 

you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are 
his child, God has made you also an heir. 

 The Gospel – Luke 2:22-40 
22 

When the time came for the purification rites required by 
the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to 
present him to the Lord 

23 
(as it is written in the Law of the 

Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”), 
24 

and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the 
Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.” 

25 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who 

was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation 
of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 

26 
It had been 

revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before 
he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 

27 
Moved by the Spirit, he 

went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the 
child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law 
required, 

28 
Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, 

saying: 
29 

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 
    you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 
30 

For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
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31 
    which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 

32 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

    and the glory of your people Israel.” 
33 

The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said 
about him. 

34 
Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, 

his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and 
rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken 
against, 

35 
so that the thoughts of many hearts will be 

revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
36 

There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, 
of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her 
husband seven years after her marriage, 

37 
and then was a 

widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but 
worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 

38 
Coming up to 

them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke 
about the child to all who were looking forward to the 
redemption of Jerusalem. 

39 
When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by 

the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town 
of Nazareth. 

40 
And the child grew and became strong; he 

was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him. 
 

We Confess Our Faith 
 The Apostles’ Creed                                                      (on screen) 
 

We Respond to God’s Blessings 
 The Offering 
  The Offertory       “We Are An Offering”                         (on screen) 
 

We Hear God’s Word Proclaimed in Song and Word 
 The Anthem  
  “In the First Light”                                                Robert Kauflin                               
    The Senior Choir – Susan Amensen, Director 
 The Sermon                     
  “Christmas Leftovers”                                       Pastor Anenson  
      The Hymn                                                  
  “Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne”                     (v.1,2,5) No. 292 
   

We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 
 The Prayers of Praise and Intercession 
 The Lord's Prayer 
 The Benediction 
 The Hymn    
  “How Great Our Joy!”                                                    No. 269  
 The Postlude  
 

Organist: Emily Anderson 

Candlelighter: Dylan Matheason 

Greeters: Bob, Gayle & Sierra Tate 

Ushers: Joel Danielson, John Rathmacher, Jacob Chodur, Ole  
 Skaar 

Reader: Gayle Tate 

Sound Engineer: Jim Oberender 

 

Visitors: We welcome you to worship today! We sincerely desire 
that everyone present will feel welcome in the Lord’s house. Please 
make a special effort to greet those around you in the spirit of 
Christian fellowship.  
 

There will be a time of fellowship and refreshments in the Social 
Hall following the worship service. Members are invited to sign up to 
serve coffee fellowship in 2015. A signup sheet is located on the 
bulletin board in the kitchen. 
 

There are no Sunday School classes today. Classes will resume 
next Sunday. 
 

Pastor and Mrs. Jensen and family are on vacation this weekend. 
 

Next Sunday is Food Pantry Sunday. Bring your items and place 
them in the grocery cart. Checks can be made out to Immanuel with a 
notation for the Food Pantry and can be placed in the offering plate. 
 

Next Sunday we will need a number of people to help take the 
decorations of the Christmas tree following the worship service. 
 

We thank our members for their faithful giving week after week 
throughout the year. Together we seek to fulfill God’s plans for his 
church now and in the New Year. To be able to have your gifts 
credited to your giving for 2014 please have them to the church office 
by 3 P.M. this Wednesday, December 31. 
 

On this last Sunday of the year, we want to thank all of our 
members who have shared their time, talents, and treasures in 
various ways to enhance the ministry of our congregation. All the 
willing volunteers who help out in so many various ways are greatly 
appreciated. 
 

Attendance last Sunday: 196 
 

Thanks again to all those who participated in our Christmas Eve 
Worship services. 



January is Mission Month. In the weeks ahead we will have 
representatives from various mission organizations that we help 
support share at our Adult Class (8:30-9:15 A.M.) in the Social Hall. 
Next Sunday there will be a presentation on Honduras by the Story 
City team that went there in November. There will be a video, a short 
presentation and time for questions. Everyone is welcome. 
 

Nursery Facilities. Our newly remodeled and expanded nursery is 
available today for the first time. We thank Kurt & Sarah Jensen, 
Zachary Bauknecht, Patty Rathmacher, Jon Mehl and Monica Mehl 
for doing the construction, the painting, and putting together the new 
furniture. Feel free to take you child there during the service if 
needed. We are hoping that in the months ahead we will have a 
monitor installed for parents and nursery help to watch the service 
while they are caring for the children. 
 

Open House. Pastor & Sandy Anenson invite everyone to a New 
Year’s Open House at the parsonage (next to the church) on Sunday, 
January 4, from 3-5 P.M. While you are there, you are invited to take 
a look at the newly remodeled kitchen that was completed this fall. 
 

The Immanuel Church Library has received the autobiography of 
Pastor Orville Sanderson (pastor at Immanuel from 1980-1988), as a 
gift from his son, Dan Sanderson.  Before Pastor Sanderson passed 
away, he had written his biography from his growing up years on the 
farm in Jackson, Minnesota to his pastorate here at Immanuel.  It is 
called Fisher of Men and can be found on the New Book shelf in the 
library. You will find it interesting to read and an encouragement for 
your faith walk. 
 

The church office will close at 4:00 P.M. Wednesday, December 31 
and will be closed on Thursday, January 1. 
 

Attention - All 5th-12th Grade Students!  We are going to be sending 
a Christmas Gift to a World Vision family this year.  Please bring your 
loose change and any money you want to donate to the High School 
Youth Room and put it in the box during the next couple weeks.  We 
will be raising money until January 11th. Thank You!  
 

Our Trinity and Confirmation classes and Junior Choir will not 
meet again until January 7 because of Christmas break. 
 

Mark your calendar for Immanuel Quilt Tying Work Days to be held 
Thursday, January 8 from 9 A.M. to 12 noon.  
 

Reminders 

 Nursery facilities are available across from the restrooms on the 
main floor of the educational wing.  

 During the winter months, if you would like an usher to pick you 
up and take you to worship, feel free to let the church office know 
and we will make arrangements.  

 Electronic Giving. Immanuel Lutheran Church is able to process 
your contributions electronically. You have the option to contribute 
monthly or weekly in any amount you choose. Your contribution 
can be split into several different funds if you desire. If you would 
like to set up an automatic withdrawal from your checking or 
savings account to be sent to the church’s account, please stop in 
the church office to complete an authorization form. You are also to 
give through our Immanuel website. 

 The Children's Activity Bulletins are available from the ushers for 
young children. 

 Hearing devices for those who have a difficult time hearing the 
service can be found on the shelf in the narthex. Please ask an 
usher to assist you. 

 The “Our Daily Bread” devotional books for the winter quarter are 
available on the shelf in the narthex. The "Connections” magazine 
is there as well.  

 The 2015 "Daily Texts" devotional books are available on the 
welcome table for $7.00. 

 
 

 

 
 

As a congregation, let’s be in prayer for: 

 Our 6 youth and 2 adults as they attend the Youth Quake 
Conference in Des Moines this coming weekend. 

 
We praise God for: 

 His many blessings we have experienced throughout 2014. 

 

 

 



Youth Activities 

High School Youth Group 

Our next meeting - Will be Sunday January 11th, 2015 from 

3:30-5:00 PM. I hope to see you there! Bring a friend!  It is 

going to be a great time of fun, friends and fellowship!  We 

will finish our discussion on "Koinonia".   

 

Middle School Youth Group 

Our next meeting - Will be Sunday January 11th, 2015 from 

2:00-3:20 PM. I hope to see you there! Bring a friend!  It is 

going to be a great time of fun, friends and fellowship! 

 

Middle and High School Youth Group Activities 

Youth Quake - ATTENTION to all those who registered early 

in 2014 for this event.  We will be meeting this coming Friday, 

January 2nd at 5:00 PM here at Immanuel.  Please bring, and 

ONLY BRING, the items listed on your packing list.  If you 

feel like you are forgetting something, please double check 

your bags.  We will try to leave by 5:15 that way we can get 

down to Des Moines and check in by 6.  It is going to be a 

great weekend.  Come ready to have fun!  See you then! 

 

-------------------------------------------- 

 

Happy New Year! - I hope and pray that 2014 was a good year 

for each of you.  As we bring another year to a close, I want to 

ask you to take time and reflect on everything (good and bad) 

that has happened in your life this year.  It is my hope for you 

that by doing this, you will see where God is working in your 

life and what He is doing to shape you for His will.  I pray that 

each of you knows the love He has for us now and always.  

God's richest blessings to you in 2015! 

  -- Zachary  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 28, 2014 - January 4, 2015 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 
Sunday, December 28 

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship  
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 

 

Monday, December 29 

 
Tuesday, December 30 
           
Wednesday, December 31 

 
Thursday, January 1 - New Year's Day 

Church Office Closed 
 

Friday, January 2 
 Youth Quake in Des Moines 

 
Saturday, January 3 

 Youth Quake in Des Moines 
 
Sunday, January 4 - Communion Sunday 

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School  
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship  
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
 Youth Quake in Des Moines 


